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St Matthew’s RC Primary School 



Welcome to our happy school, where 

everyone is valued and given the  

opportunity to ‘let their light shine’. 

With Jesus in our hearts, we  

encourage love and respect for all. 

We strive to reach our goals, as we 

learn, and grow, in a safe and  

enjoyable environment. 

 

www.stmatthewsrc.org 

Mission Statement Learning Journeys. 

The Reception classroom is made up of different work stations which are 

equipped with resources allowing the children to demonstrate their                 

understanding of the concepts conveyed through adult directed tasks. 

 

The adults in class are continually collecting information which informs our     

assessment of each child’s understanding in each area, by capturing photographs 

and videos as well as making written observations  and photocopies of what the 

children have been demonstrating in class.  

All of this information goes into the child’s learning journey and forms evidence 

of their competence in each area..  

 

Your child’s learning journey is considered incomplete if there is no input from 

you, so it is vitally important that you continue to send us information from home 

about the skills they are demonstrating, so the extent of their understanding 

and consolidation, as well as the confidence they have in their application of 

skills, is visible in their personal learning journey.   



The children will have a French lesson each week.  

This is taught by Mrs Thomas every Monday afternoon for half an 

hour. 

The children will develop their language and vocabulary in speaking 

and listening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this element of the curriculum, the children learn in Reception will take part in the 

following; 

Autumn Term  Personal Skills 

   Social Skills 

 

Spring Term   Cognitive Skills 

                        Creative Skills 

 

Summer Term  Applying Physical Skills 

     Health and Fitness 

     

 

PE is taught every Thursday afternoon It is important that your child has their full 

PE kit in school for each lesson. If your child does not have their kit then they will be 

offered a spare kit to use for the session. 

 

  

French 

Physical Education 

 

Reception Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Music Colour orchestra. 

Christmas Nativity. 

 

Music and movement. 

Percussion. 

Animal magic. 

Pulse and Rhythm. 

PE 

  

Coordination: floor 

movement patterns. 

Static: balance. 

Dynamic balance to    

agility. 

Static: balance seated.  

Dynamic balance.  

Static balance: small 

base. 

RE   Myself 

Welcome 

Birthdays 

Celebrating 

Gathering 

Growing 

Good news 

Friends 

Our World. 

Technology. Technology around us. Programmable toys. Computing. 

English Phonic sounds. 

Initial and final sounds. 

Letter formation. 

Blending and             

segmenting.  

Writing from             

segmentation. 

Reading from blending. 

 

Forming sentences    

incorporating all as-

pects. 

Reading with expression. 

Maths Number recognition. 

One to one                 

correspondence. 

 

2D/3D shape names. 

Numbers beyond 10.  

Estimating.  

One more or less.  

 

Weight, capacity and 

length. 

Addition and             

subtraction.  

 

 

Time, 2D and 3D shape 

properties.  

Reception Overview 



It is hoped that parents will support the school and 

encourage the children to appreciate the value of 

homework. Homework provides the opportunity for 

children to develop as independent learners and to 

extend and reflect upon their ‘in school’              

experiences. 

The amount and type of homework will vary according to the needs of your child. 

All children will be given set homework on the days mentioned below and asked to   

return it on a particular date.  

We are aware of the many outside activities which take up much of the children’s 

time e.g. dancing, swimming etc. and it is therefore our philosophy not to give out a 

lot of homework unnecessarily. Homework is an extension activity which compliments 

and reinforces what is taught in school.  

Homework will not usually be given when a pupil is absent through illness or holiday. 

You can expect your child to bring home the following: 

 

Homework schedules will be arranged at a later date and all information will be 

passed on to you.   

 

Homework 

 

Mrs Bell will teach music to Reception this year.  

Music lessons will be half an hour long and will take place in 

the Music room on a Thursday morning. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Music 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fE4Tc7YvBmLecM&tbnid=1C3tR75LoWAnQM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmusicedhighlights.wordpress.com%2Ftag%2Fadvice%2F&ei=qVw0UuabLeWq0AWxwoC4DA&bvm=bv.52164340,d.ZGU&ps
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aH4CkH9e8oHmMM&tbnid=ZLkkxIXSzpMKPM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hasslefreeclipart.com%2Fclipart_music%2Fxylophone.html&ei=G100UsfiIKSP0AXcg4DYCQ&psig=AFQjCNGJrs


Technology This area will not always take place in the Computing Suite, but will also 

include the children working with programmable toys and thinking about algorithms. 

We will ensure the children have the opportunity to: 

- Know how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD 

player and uses remote control. 

- Show an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, or real objects such as 

cameras or mobile phones. 

- Show skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting 

flaps to achieve effects such as sound, movements or new 

images. 

- Know that information can be retrieved from computers  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Understanding the World 
 Both strands of literacy have their foundations firmly in 

phonics. For both areas we begin by teaching the children all 

of the different sounds that single letters and combinations 

of letters make. Then once the children are confident with 

letter sounds we begin to blend and segment using them. 

We aim to provide opportunities for pupils to: 

 explore and develop knowledge of all letter sounds and combinations of letters. 

Eg, ‘ai’, ‘ng’ and ‘sh’. 

 Experience different types of reading texts. 

 Apply their phonic knowledge to both blend and segment. 

 Use their skills in meaningful contexts and not just read or write because ‘they 

have to’. 

 Experience the pleasure of presenting their writing and sharing with a wider    

audience. 

 read with accuracy, fluency and use of expression; 

 develop a love of literature, appreciating and critically evaluating the language 

meanings and sub texts therein; 

 understand the value of information texts as an aid to learning. 

 

The children are provided with the opportunity to do all of these things both with an 

adult and in their own child initiated time. Main concepts will be conveyed through 

adult directed activities, and then the ‘work stations’ set up with resources that will 

allow the children to apply their newly taught skills.  

Reading and Writing 



 
Reading -Continues a rhyming string. 

- Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

- Can segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together and knows which letters  

represent some of them. 

- Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 

letters of the alphabet. 

- Begins to read words and simple sentences. 

- Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are 

increasingly influenced by their experiences of 

books. 

- Enjoys an increasing range of books. 

- Knows that information can be retrieved from 

books and computers.  

Writing  - Gives meaning to marks they make as they 

draw, write and paint. 

- Begins to break the flow of speech into words. 

- Continues a rhyming string. 

- Can segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together. 

- Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 

letters of the alphabet. 

- Uses some clearly identifiable letters to      

communicate meaning, representing some sounds    

correctly and in sequence. 

- Writes own name and other things such as      

labels, captions. 

- Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful 

contexts.  

Reading and Writing 

This area covers 

 

-The world. 

-People and Communities 

-Technology 

 

The children will learn about the world around them through looking at natural and 

man made features. 

They will think about their community and the families they come from and how life 

has changed up to now, and how technology helps us as well as how to use it. 

 

The World In the sciences we will encourage the children to; 

-comment and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place 

where they live or the natural world. 

-talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and 

found objects,. 

-talk about why things happen and how things work. 

-develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes 

over time. 

-show care and concern for living things and the environment.  

 

People and Communities The children will learn more about their more immediate 

community and will have the opportunity to: 

- Show interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. 

- Remember and talks about significant events in their own 

experience. 

- Recognise and describes special times or events for family or 

friends. 

-Show interest in different occupations and ways of life. 

-Know some of the things that make them unique, and can 

Understanding the World 



Religious Education is based on the “Come and See”  programme.  

All major features of the Catholic teaching  are introduced in an 

 attractive and memorable way at a level of understanding   

appropriate for the children. 

 

 

This is what the children will be studying throughout the course of the year in their 

Religious Education lessons. 

 

Autumn Term 

Myself 

Welcome 

Birthdays. 

 

Spring Term 

Celebrating 

Gathering 

Growing 

 

Summer Term 

Good News 

Friends 

Our World 

 

Judaism 

Islam 

  

Religious Education 

We believe that the presentation of written work can not  

only reflect on an individuals fine motor skills but also the 

nature of the writer through his/her awareness of, and     

attention to, an audience’s needs. We aim ultimately for our 

children to develop a fast flowing, attractive, legible,       

personal hand.  

 

We therefore aim to provide a structured teaching programme which ensures: 

 correct orientation and formation of letters; 

 consistency and appropriateness in size and spacing; 

 a pride in presentation; 

 a smooth transition from printing to a joined up style. 

 

In Reception class we begin by building up children’s fine motor skills and pencil    

control and then move on to correct orientation and formation of letters, which will 

be practised in their homework books once we reach that point. 

Handwriting 



Reading 

Encourage your child to; firstly tell you the letter sounds they 

can see in words, secondly; to begin blending these sounds in   

order to read single words and finally, once blending has been  

accomplished, to read with fluency and expression.  Ask them to 

make the book come to life. 

Blending games.  

Children will begin their reading journey by practising the skill of blending using     

different types of blending games. They are to create a fun atmosphere around  

reading so that the children form a positive relationship with it. They begin by  

blending CVC words such as ‘cat’ and move on to trickier CCVC/CVCC words like ‘flag’ 

or ‘tent’. 

Once we see that your child has confidently mastered the skill of blending               

independently (without adult support), then they will receive their first reading book. 

 

How to help. 

Visit your local library or bookshop and encourage your child to choose books. Read 

different texts at home not simply replicate the books you know we will be reading at 

school.  

 

Ask your child to predict what might happen next or give you an alternative ending to 

a story they have finished.  When you ask them questions about a book don’t stick to 

those with obvious answers in the text, make them thing about how characters would 

feel or act in different situations, how would they react if they met them? 

 

Encourage your child to complete a detailed comment in their reading diary. 

 

How can you help with English at home? 
How can you help with Maths at home? 

Number Formation Guide 

 

Encourage your child to form numbers in the standard way. Bad habits are difficult to break, 

so following our simple guide can help to prevent problems at a later stage  

Spots indicate the starting position of the pencil. The pencil should remain on the paper,     

following the arrows. For the numbers four and five, the pencil must be raised before        

completing the second part of each number. Crosses indicate the second starting positions.  



Numbers can provide a lot of entertainment for small children. 

They first become aware of the sounds of numbers, then they 

begin to understand what they mean. Finally they need to      

recognise them when they are written down.  

There are four main skills that children need to develop before 

they can count. Follow the links to see these explained and how 

you can help.  

 

The understanding of one-to-one correspondence.  

The understanding of "How many are there?"  

The number of objects is the same however they are arranged.  

The numeral that represents the number. 

 

Before learning to count a child needs to understand 'one to one correspond-

ence'. This means being able to match one object to one other object or person. 

 

You can practise 'one to one correspondence' in all sorts of different contexts.    

Laying the table is a good idea. Alternatively you can do this in a play situations. 

 

Children need to understand what is meant by 'How many are there?'. 

 

Counting 
As you count objects together touch each one. This helps children to understand they 

are counting one thing at a time. Also, only count up to three at first and do not       

progress until your child can do this successfully. Gradually add one more number at a 

time. Counting opportunities arise with everyday objects such as cutlery or biscuits. 

Ask your child to guess how many objects there are before counting them together. 

It is important to build confidence through positive comments.  

 

The number of objects is the same however they are arranged. 

 

It is important that he or she can recognise the number of objects however they are 

arranged. You can represent some numbers with different patterns of spots. Ask 

your child to match the cards with the same number of spots. Take the opportunity 

also, to arrange everyday items in different formations, for your child to count.  

Once this has been mastered, then progress on to looking at the number which      

represent particular quantities. 

 

How can you help with Maths at home? 

In Reception the children have one formal maths lesson a week. The 

children will spend time on a range of activities and tasks in   order 

to increase their knowledge of numbers and the number system, 

shapes, weight, capacity and time. The focus is to make whole class 

teaching interactive and fun for all and so contexts will always be 

placed in themes that are interesting to the children.   

Mathematics. 

Number. Recognise some numerals of personal significance. 

Recognises numerals 1 to 5. 

Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number 

name for each item. 

Counts actions or objects which cannot be moved. 

Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count beyond 10. 

Counts out up to six objects from a larger group. 

Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5, then 1 to 

10 objects. 

Counts an irregular arrangement of up to ten objects. 

Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by 

counting them. 

Uses the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare two sets 

of objects. 

Finds the total number of items in two groups by counting 

all of them. 

Says the number that is one more than a given number. 

Finds one more or one less from a group of up to five ob-

Shape, space and meas-

ure. 

 Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes 

and ‘flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical terms to describe 

shapes. 

Selects a particular named shape. 

Can describe their relative position such as ‘behind’ or ‘next 
to’. 

Orders two or three items by length or height. 

Orders two items by weight or capacity. 

Uses familiar objects and common shapes to create and 

recreate patterns and build models. 

Uses everyday language related to time. 

Beginning to use everyday language related to money. 

Orders and sequences familiar events. 

 Measures short periods of time in simple ways.  

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Parents/Numbers2.aspx
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Parents/Numbers3.aspx
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Parents/Numbers4.aspx

