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Welcome to our happy school, where 

everyone is valued and given the  

opportunity to ‘let their light shine’. 

With Jesus in our hearts, we  

encourage love and respect for all. 

We strive to reach our goals, as we 

learn, and grow, in a safe and  

enjoyable environment. 
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Mission Statement 

The children continue to have a French lesson each week.  

This is taught by Mrs Thomas every Thursday morning for half an 

hour. 

The children continue to develop their language and vocabulary in 

speaking and listening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this element of the curriculum, the children learn in Year 1 will take part in the 

following; 

Autumn Term  Personal Skills 

   Social Skills 

 

Spring Term   Cognitive Skills 

                        Creative Skills 

 

Summer Term  Applying Physical Skills 

     Health and Fitness 

     

 

PE is taught every Tuesday afternoon It is important that your child has their full PE 

kit in school for each lesson. If your child does not have their kit then they will be 

offered a spare kit to use for the session. 

 

  

French 

Physical Education 



 

Mrs Bell will teach music to Year 1 this year.  

Music lessons will be half an hour long and will take place in 

the Music room. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Music 

It is hoped that parents will support the school and 

encourage the children to appreciate the value of 

homework. Homework provides the opportunity for 

children to develop as independent learners and to 

extend and reflect upon their ‘in school’              

experiences. 

The amount and type of homework will vary according to the needs of your child. 

All children will be given set homework on the days mentioned below and asked to   

return it on a particular date.  

We are aware of the many outside activities which take up much of the children’s 

time e.g. dancing, swimming etc. and it is therefore our philosophy not to give out a 

lot of homework unnecessarily. Homework is an extension activity which compliments 

and reinforces what is taught in school.  

Homework will not usually be given when a pupil is absent through illness or holiday. 

You can expect your child to bring home the following: 

 

 

 

 

Day Subject To be handed in 

Thursday Library book The following Thursday 

Friday Spellings  

Handwriting 

Number of the Week 

Word of the Week 

 

The following Monday 

Homework 
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Year One Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Topic My family, my home 

Toys and games 

 

The UK 

Turrets and Tiaras 

Paws and Petals 

Perfect Pirates 

  

Music Long and Short 

Christmas 

Nativity 

Pulse 

Vocal development 

Easter 

Exploring Sounds 

Rhythm 

PE 

  

Personal Skills 

Social Skills 

Cognitive Skills 

Creative Skills 

Applying Physical Skills 

Health and Fitness 

RE   Families 

Belonging 

Waiting 

Special People 

Meals 

Change 

Holidays and Holydays 

Being Sorry 

Neighbours 

Computing E-safety 

Organise Data 

 

 

Uses of ICT  

Making Predictions 

 

Write and test simple 

programs 

Year 1 Overview Topic 

Topics are very carefully planned, and offer a thematic approach to teaching and 

learning that is designed to support children’s natural curiosity and stimulate their 

creativity. 

It offers children the opportunity to work in depth, giving them the time they need 

to reflect, consolidate and transfer their  learning as well as develop their key skills 

in art, design, technology, history and geography.  

 

The creative curriculum topics that the children will be working on this year are… 

My Family My Home 

Toys and Games 

The UK 

Turrets and Tiaras 

Paws and Petals 

Perfect Pirates 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Computing 

In Year 1 the children have one Computing lesson each week in the computer suite 

This is to  specifically develop their computing skills.  

 

In Year 1 the children will study the following topics: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as this the children continually have the opportunity to develop their word 

processing skills, publisher skills and power point skills through various areas of the 

curriculum.  

 

  

E-safety 

Organising Data 

Uses of ICT 

Making Predictions 

Write and Test Simple Programs 

Confidence and competence in the use and control of the   

written word is essential to the creation, exploration and clear               

communication of meaning: an individual’s ability to use this 

form effectively affects performance in all areas of living and 

learning. We believe that writing is a developmental process 

and therefore endeavour to promote it as an enjoyable        

experience.  

We aim to provide opportunities for pupils to: 

 explore and develop knowledge of the wide variety of functions and formats of 

the written form; 

 express themselves and communicate meaning effectively, making appropriate 

language choices in vocabulary and style according to their intended purpose and 

audience; 

 understand, value and use the process approach to writing in order to improve 

the content and presentation of their writing through planning, drafting and  

        redrafting, using a variety of techniques; 

 write individually and collaboratively, experience praise, constructive criticism 

and support to develop independence in their writing; 

 experience the pleasure of publishing their writing and sharing with a wider    

audience. 

Writing 



 

In Year 1 the children have an hour of English three days a week, extending to 

four days a week after October half term. This is usually in the morning. The 

children will be studying the following aspects of English with the following out-

comes; 

 

Autumn Term      

Narrative           Stories with familiar settings 

Poetry     Using our senses 

Non-Fiction        Labels, lists and captions 

Non-Fiction         Instructions 

 

 

Spring Term 

Narrative           Traditional tales 

Poetry                 Poems on a theme 

Non-Fiction          Recount, dictionary 

 

 

 

Summer Term  

Narrative             Stories about fantasy worlds.  

Narrative             Stories from other cultures               

Non-Fiction          Information texts 

 

Science lessons in Year 1 are very practical based. The     

children are encouraged to generate their own questions    

related to a topic. We then plan investigations together to 

answer their questions.  The idea of making a fair test is   

introduced.  

Here are the topics your child will study and the things they will learn in each topic; 

 

Who am I? Through this unit children learn to make observations using their senses.  

Name and label a  wide range of body parts. 

Everday Materials 1 Through this unit children will use standard measurements to 

explain why some materials are better than others for certain tasks.   

Animals including Humans Through this unit children learn to identify which animals 

are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  They will name animals that are fish, birds 

and mammals.   

Plants Through this unit children will learn to name the different parts of plans.  

They will investigate which parts of plants we eat.  They will look at different trees 

and leaves. 

Everyday Materials 2Through this unit children will use standard measurements to 

explain why some materials are better than others for certain tasks.  They will build 

on their knowledge from Everyday Materials 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Science 



Religious Education is based on the “Come and See”  programme.  

All major features of the Catholic teaching  are introduced in an 

 attractive and memorable way at a level of understanding   

appropriate for the children. 

 

 

This is what the children will be studying throughout the course of the year in their 

Religious Education lessons. 

 

Autumn Term 

Families 

Belonging 

waiting 

 

Spring Term 

Special People 

Meals 

Change 

 

Summer Term 

Holidays and Holydays 

Being sorry 

Neighbours 

 

 

Religious Education 

Reading is the most powerful tool of learning both in and out 

of school.  

It facilitates independence in the quest for knowledge.  

It allows the reader to share experiences vicariously which 

would otherwise not be encountered and encourages            

development of empathy.  

It engages readers with language models from which they can 

gain pleasure and an understanding of how their language 

works. 

 

Therefore we aim to help the children to: 

 gain mastery in the basic mechanical skills of reading; 

 develop and use appropriately the higher order reading skills, styles and    

         strategies which contribute to overall comprehension of a variety of texts; 

 read with accuracy, fluency and use of expression; 

 develop a love of literature, appreciating and critically evaluating the language 

meanings and sub texts therein; 

 understand the value of information texts as an aid to learning. 

Reading 



We believe that conventional spelling is necessary to accurately 

convey meaning to the reader. We therefore aim to help our 

children to develop a variety of strategies that will enable them 

to become independent, conventional spellers. We recognise 

that learning to spell is a developmental process. 

 

We therefore aim to develop pupils’ knowledge of: 

 sound/symbol relationships; 

 regular patterns in words and non-standard forms; 

 the structure of words; 

 compound/complex words, prefixes, suffixes, roots and origins; 

 high interest words associated with topic and specific curricular areas; 

 a variety of strategies to enable independence in spelling; wordbooks word 

banks, dictionaries, displays, other writers, mnemonics etc; 

 spelling rules and exceptions. 

Weekly spellings are sent home each Thursday and are linked to our phonics sessions.  

It is expected that children learn these at home and use the correct spellings in 

their class work. 

 

  

 

Spelling 

Numbers and the Number System 

It will be of great benefit to your child if you continue counting 

forwards and backwards with your child in various steps, e.g. 1s, 

2s, or 10s. Don’t always start at 1. Allow your child to  select the 

start number.  Number recognition is also very important, using 

a 100 square ask your child to find a particular number. 

 

Mental Addition and Subtraction 

Continuing to rehearse and develop your child’s mental skills will also be of great  

benefit to them. This is ideal for a shopping visit and can be done with single and 2 

digit numbers.   

 

Telling the Time 

The children are expected to read and tell the time to the half hour on both analogue 

and digital clocks (12 hour only). Helping your child to tell the time would be of a 

great benefit. Frequently looking at this would be very helpful. 

 

Maths Games 

Try to encourage your child to play maths games.  If they are finding games easy ask 

them how they could make them more challenging.   

 

Number bonds 

In Year 1 the children often use the number bonds to twenty (two numbers that to-

gether make 20 eg. 17 + 3) to help with calculations. 

 
 

 

 

  

How can you help with Mathematics at home? 



 

  

Mathematics 

Fractions Recognise, find and name a half as one of two 

equal parts of an object, shape or quantity 

 

 Recognise, find and name a quarter as one of 

four equal parts of an object, shape or quantity 

Measurement  Compare, describe and solve practical problems 

for: 

 

Lengths and heights (for example, long/short,   

longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half) 

Mass/weight (for example, heavy/light, heavier 

than, lighter than) 

Capacity and volume ( for example, full/empty, 

more than, half, half full, quarter) 

Time (for example, quicker, slower, earlier, lat-

er) 

 

 Measure and begin to record the following: 

 lengths and heights 

 Mass/weight 

 Capacity and volume 

 Time (hours, minutes, seconds) 

Geometry  Recognise and name common 2-D and 3-D 

shapes, including: 

 

 2-D shapes (for example, rectangles (including 

squares), circles and triangles) 

 3-D shapes (for example, cuboids (including cu-

bes), pyramids and spheres) 

We believe that the presentation of written work can not  

only reflect on an individuals fine motor skills but also the 

nature of the writer through his/her awareness of, and     

attention to, an audience’s needs. We aim ultimately for our 

children to develop a fast flowing, attractive, legible,       

personal hand.  

 

We therefore aim to provide a structured teaching programme which ensures: 

 correct orientation and formation of letters; 

 consistency and appropriateness in size and spacing; 

 a pride in presentation; 

 a smooth transition from printing to a joined up style. 

 

In Year 1, the children are continually encouraged to hold their pencil correctly and 

form their letters on the line.  

 

Handwriting 



Reading 

Encourage your child to read with fluency and expression.  Ask 

them to make the book come to life. 

Visit your local library or bookshop and encourage your child to 

choose books. 

 

Ask your child to predict what might happen next or give you an alternative ending to 

a story they have finished.  When you ask them questions about a book don’t stick to 

those with obvious answers in the text, make them thing about how characters would 

feel or act in different situations, how would they react if they met them? 

 

Encourage your child to complete a detailed comment in their reading diary to return 

on their reading day...even if they did not enjoy the book, tell Mrs Longster why! 

 

Spelling 

Look for spelling patterns that are common to different words.   

Help your child to learn the spellings of difficult words like this: 

LOOK – SAY – COVER – SAY – WRITE – SAY – CHECK  

 

LOOK at the word and SAY it aloud 

 

COVER it up and SAY it aloud  

 

Try to WRITE it correctly and SAY it as you write it 

 

CHECK – is it right?  

 

 

How can you help with English at home? 

In Year 1 the children have an hour of mathematics for three days 

of the week, increasing to four after October half term. The  

children will spend time on a range of activities and tasks in which 

they are expected to use their mental maths skills, written methods 

and participate in  group work. The focus is to make whole class 

teaching interactive and fun for all. The children will be studying 

the following aspects of  mathematics with the following outcomes; 

Mathematics 

Place Value Count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, 

beginning with 0 or 1, or from any given number 

  

Count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; 

count in multiples of twos, fives and tens 

  

Given a number, identify one more and one less 
  

Addition and Subtraction Read, write and interpret mathematical state-

ments involving (+), subtraction (-) and equals (=) 

signs 

 

Represent and use number bonds and related sub-

traction facts within 20 

 

Add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers 

to 20, including zero 

 

Solve one-step problems that involve addition and 

subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 

representations, and missing number problems 

such as 7 = ? – 9 

Multiplication and Division solve-step problems involving multiplication and 

division, by calculating the answer using concrete 

objects, pictorial representations and arrays with 

the support of the teacher 

   


