
The children continue to have a French lesson each week.  
This is taught by Mrs Thomas every Tuesday morning for an hour. 
The children continue to develop their language and vocabulary in 
speaking and listening. They also begin to spend more time on writ-
ten French. 
Grammar: Adverbs, connectives, ‘er’ verbs and reflexive verbs 

Key questions and answers: Time, Food and Drink, School subjects, Transport, Sport 

Vocabulary: Time, School subjects and timetable, Food, drink and Ice cream, Euros, 
Numbers to 100, Sports. 
 

 

 

 

In this element of the curriculum, the children in Year 5 will take part in 
the following; 
Autumn Term 

Team Games—Rugby  
Gymnastics 

 

Spring Term 

Games activities 

Dance  
 

Summer Term 

Athletics 

Team games—Cricket and rounders 

 

Autumn 1, Spring 1 and Summer 1—PE will taught every             
Monday and Thursday afternoon.   
Autumn 2, Spring 2 and Summer 2—PE will taught every             
Wednesday afternoon.   
On these days children are asked to come to school in their PE kit—this includes 
school PE top, school PE shorts, trainers and school jumper. In poorer weather       
children may also wear jogging bottoms. 
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Welcome to our happy school, where 
everyone is valued and given the  

opportunity to ‘let their light shine’. 
With Jesus in our hearts, we  

encourage love and respect for all. 
We strive to reach our goals, as we 

learn, and grow, in a safe and  
enjoyable environment. 

 

www.stmatthewsrc.org 

Mission Statement 

 

Mr McNally will teach music to Year 5 this year.  
Music lessons will be 60 minutes long (every second week) and 
will take place in the music room. 
Mr McNally will teach Elements of music, keyboard skills,  
Bizet– Rondo form, Pulse and rhythm and the Class            
Orchestra. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Music 
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The topics that the children will be covering this year are; 
 

 

 

 

 Local Study—Anglo Saxon and Viking Britain 

 

 

Early Islamic Civilisation 

 

 

Settlement and Land Use—Map skills  
 

 

Natural Resources 

Topic 

It is hoped that parents will support the school and 
encourage the children to appreciate the value of 
homework. Homework provides the opportunity for 
children to develop as independent learners and to 
extend and reflect upon their ‘in school’              
experiences. 
The amount and type of homework will vary accord- ing to the needs 
of your child. 
All Y5 children will be given set homework mentioned below and asked to return it on 
a particular day. If the work is not returned to the class teacher on the set date, 
then your child will not move up the rainbow ladder that day and may need to stay in 
on Friday afternoon ‘golden time’ to complete their homework task.   
We are aware of the many outside activities which take up much of the children’s 
time e.g. dancing, swimming etc. and it is therefore our philosophy not to give out a 
lot of homework unnecessarily. Homework is an activity which compliments and rein-
forces what is taught in school.  
Homework will not usually be given when a pupil is absent through illness or holiday. 
 

Reading—Children are encouraged to read for pleasure. 5-10 minutes every night or 
as regularly as possible. Read for understanding, check unfamiliar words., write a 
comment in their reading diary. 
 

Maths—Times tables facts , written maths homework linked to work in class 

 

English—written work or Grammar work linked to work in class 

 

Spellings— linked to a spelling rule taught that week, sentences to be written in 
spelling book to reinforce meaning of learnt words. Test will be from words in book 
but children won’t know which ones therefore need to ensure they know the rule not 
rote learn the given words 

 

 

Homework 



 

In Year 5 the children have an hour of English four days of the 
week. The children will be studying the following aspects: 
 

 

Autumn Term      

Significant Authors— Cressida Cowell—How to train your dragon 

Myths and Legends 

Instructional texts 

 

Spring Term 

Non Chronological Texts 

Stories from other cultures—Michael Morpurgo Kensuke’s Kingdom 

 

Summer Term 

Persuasive Texts 

Poetry  
 

Throughout the year the children will focus on these aspects of English i.e. get to 

know the genre and they will write their own texts linked to the genres e.g. in  their  
‘persuasive texts’ topic the children will perhaps write a persuasive letter  or  
leaflet 

The children will also complete word/ sentence level work linked to the genre e.g. if  
writing a story they may focus on speech punctuation, descriptive writing etc. 

English 

Science lessons in Year 5 based on scientific enquiry. We plan 
investigations together to answer scientific questions.  The 
idea of making a fair test is  developed.  
Here are the topics your child will study; 
 

 

Earth and Space 

Materials and Mixtures 

Reversible and irreversible changes 

Life cycles of humans, animals and plants 

Forces 

 

 

 

In Year 5 the children have one Computing lesson each week in the  
                  Computing room. This is to specifically develop their Computing skills.  
 

In Year 5 the children will study the following Computing topics: 
 

Computing Systems and Networks—Sharing Information 

Creating Media  - Vector Drawing 

Creating Media - Video Editing 

Data and Information - Flat File Databases 

Programming - Selection in Physical Computing 

Programming - Selection in Quizzes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

Computing 



Religious Education is based on the “Come and See”  programme.  
All major features of the Catholic teaching  are introduced in an 

 attractive and memorable way at a level of understanding   
appropriate for the children. 
 

 

This is what the children will be studying throughout the course of the 
year in their Religious Education lessons. 
 

Autumn Term 

Ourselves 

Life Choices 

Hope 

 

Spring Term 

Mission 

Memorial Sacrifice 

Giving 

 

Summer Term 

Freedom and Responsibility 

Transformation 

Stewardship 

 

Other Faiths 
Judaism 

Islam 

  

Religious Education 

Confidence and competence in the use and control of the   
written word is essential to the creation, exploration and 
clear  communication of meaning: an individual’s ability to 
use this form effectively affects performance in all areas 
of living and learning. We believe that writing is a develop-
mental process and therefore endeavour to promote it as an 
enjoyable experience.  

We aim to provide opportunities for pupils to: 

 explore and develop knowledge of the wide variety of functions and for-
mats of the written form; 

 express themselves and communicate meaning effectively, making appro-
priate language choices in vocabulary and style according to their intended 
purpose and audience; 

 understand, value and use the process approach to writing in order to im-
prove the content and presentation of their writing through planning, 
drafting and re-drafting, using a variety of techniques; 

 write individually and collaboratively, experience praise, constructive criti-
cism and support to develop independence in their writing; 

 experience the pleasure of publishing their writing and sharing with a wid-
er  audience. 

 

 

Writing 



Reading is the most powerful tool of learning both in and out 
of school.  
It facilitates independence in the quest for knowledge.  
It allows the reader to share experiences vicariously which 
would otherwise not be encountered and encourages            
development of empathy.  
It engages readers with language models from which they 
can gain pleasure and an understanding of how their language 
works. 
 

Therefore we aim to help the children to: 

 gain mastery in the basic mechanical skills of reading; 

 develop and use appropriately the higher order reading skills, styles and    
strategies which contribute to overall comprehension of a variety of texts; 

 read with accuracy, fluency and use of expression; 

 develop a love of literature, appreciating and critically evaluating the lan-
guage meanings and sub texts therein; 

 understand the value of information texts as an aid to learning. 

 

EVERY CHILD  EVERY NIGHT!! (5/10 MINS) 
Read for pleasure! 

Check meanings of unfamiliar words! 
Be able to discuss the text 

Please ensure reading books are in school everyday not just Guided Reading day. 

See the information in your child’s Reading Diary. 

Reading 

Numbers and the Number System 

It will be of great benefit to your child if you continue counting 
forwards and backwards with your child in various steps, e.g. 
10s, 100s, 1000s. 10,000’s.  Allow your child to  select the start 
number. 
Include negative numbers and decimals (money, measure) too. 
 

Mental Addition and Subtraction 

Continuing to rehearse and develop your child’s mental skills will also be of great  
benefit to them. This is ideal for shopping visits/cinema visits and can be done with 
single, 2 and 3 digit numbers, working out change at the till etc. 
 

Telling the Time 

The children are expected to read and tell the time using 12 and 24 hour clocks 
(digital and analogue).  Helping your child to tell the time would be of great benefit.  
 

Tables 

Times tables facts are vital in Year 5! These are facts that help them progress in 
other areas of maths more quickly. They should aim to know all their facts to 12 x 12 
off by heart and that includes division facts.  
Chant them everywhere!! Walking to school, around the supermarket, driving to out of 
school activities. Make it fun! Make it a competition! Use technology to help!! Lots of 
tables games online, on tablets, iPad apps etc. 
 

Children can also log on to Mathletics at home to practise. 
 

 

 

  

How can you help with Maths at home? 



 

  

Measurement  convert between different units of metric measure 
(for example, kilometre and metre; centimetre and 
metre; centimetre and millimetre; gram and kilogram; 
litre and millilitre) 

 understand and use approximate equivalences between 
metric units and common imperial units such as inches, 
pounds and pints 

 measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rec-
tilinear shapes in centimetres and metres 

  calculate and compare the area of rectangles 
(including squares), and including  

 using standard units, square centimetres ) and square 
metres and estimate the area of irregular shapes 

 estimate volume [for example, using 1 cm blocks to 
build cuboids (including cubes) and capacity [for exam-
ple, using water]  

 solve problems involving converting between units of 
time 

 use all four operations to solve problems involving 
measure [for example, length, mass, volume, money] 
using decimal notation, including scaling. 

Geometry—
Properties of 
shape 

 identify 3-D shapes, including cubes and other cu-
boids, from 2-D representations 

 know angles are measured in degrees: estimate and 
compare acute, obtuse and reflex angles 

 draw given angles, and measure them in degrees 

 identify: angles at a point and one whole turn (total 
360 degrees and angles at a point on a straight line 
and a turn (total 180 degrees and other multiples of 
90 degrees 

 use the properties of rectangles to deduce related 
facts and find missing lengths and angles 

 distinguish between regular and irregular polygons 
based on reasoning about equal  sides and angles. 

Maths 

We believe that conventional spelling is necessary to accurately 
convey meaning to the reader. We therefore aim to help our 
children to develop a variety of strategies that will enable them 
to become independent, conventional spellers. We recognise 
that learning to spell is a developmental process. 

 

We therefore aim to develop pupils’ knowledge of: 

 sound/symbol relationships; 

 regular patterns in words and non-standard forms; 

 the structure of words; 

 compound/complex words, prefixes, suffixes, roots and origins; 

 high interest words associated with topic and specific curricular areas; 

 a variety of strategies to enable independence in spelling; wordbooks word 
banks, dictionaries, displays, other writers, mnemonics etc.; 

 spelling rules and exceptions. 

Weekly spelling rules are sent home each Tuesday from the target spelling list for 
Year 5 and it is expected that children learn these rules at home in readiness for a 
short test on the following Tuesday.   
One lesson of English will be devoted to working on the children’s spellings and com-
pleting work based on the ‘spelling rule’ for that week e.g. words with plural endings, 
prefixes, suffixes. 
See the information in your child’s Spelling Book. 
 

  

 

Spelling 



We believe that the presentation of written work can not 
only reflect on an individuals fine motor skills but also the 
nature of the writer through his/her awareness of, and     
attention to, an audience’s needs. We aim ultimately for 
our children to develop a fast flowing, attractive, legible,       
personal hand.  

 

We therefore aim to provide a structured teaching programme which ensures: 

 correct orientation and formation of letters; 

 consistency and appropriateness in size and spacing; 

 a pride in presentation; 

 a smooth transition from printing to a joined up style. 

 

In Year 5, the children are continually encouraged to  develop a mature cursive 
style of handwriting, the style that was introduced in Year 3.  

Please ensure your child uses the correct style for all homework. 

 

  

 

Handwriting 

 

  

Fractions, Decimals and 
Percentages 

 compare and order fractions whose denomi-
nators are all multiples of the same number 

 identify, name and write equivalent frac-
tions of a given fraction, represented visu-
ally, including tenths and hundredths 

 recognise mixed numbers and improper 
fractions and convert from one form to the 
other  

 add and subtract fractions with the same 
denominator and denominators that are 
multiples of the same number 

 multiply proper fractions and mixed num-
bers by whole numbers, supported by mate-
rials and diagrams 

 read and write decimal numbers as frac-
tions 

 recognise and use thousandths and relate 
them to tenths, hundredths and decimal 
equivalents 

 round decimals with two decimal places to 
the nearest whole number and to one deci-
mal place 

 read, write, order and compare numbers 
with up to three decimal places 

 solve problems involving number up to three 
decimal places 

 recognise the per cent symbol (%) and un-
derstand that per cent relates to ‘number 
of parts per hundred’, and write percent-
ages as a fraction with denominator 100, 
and as a decimal 

 solve problems which require knowing per-
centage and decimal equivalents and those 
fractions with a denominator of a multiple 
of 10 or 25 

Maths 



 

  
Multiplication and Division
  

 identify multiples and factors, including 
finding all factor pairs of a number, and 
common factors of two numbers 

 know and use the vocabulary of prime num-
bers, prime factors and composite 
(nonprime) numbers 

 establish whether a number up to 100 is 
prime and recall prime numbers up to 19 

 multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or 
two-digit number using a formal written 
method, including long multiplication for two
-digit numbers 

 multiply and divide numbers mentally draw-
ing upon known facts 

 divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit 
number using the formal written method of 
short division and interpret remainders ap-
propriately for the context 

 multiply and divide whole numbers and those 
involving decimals by 10, 100 and 1000  

 recognise and use square numbers and cube 
numbers, and the notation 

 solve problems involving multiplication and 
division including using their knowledge of 
factors and multiples, squares and cubes 

 solve problems involving addition, subtrac-
tion, multiplication and division and a combi-
nation of these, including understanding the 
meaning of the equals sign 

 solve problems involving multiplication and 
division, including scaling by simple fractions 
and problems involving simple rates. 

Maths 

Reading 

Encourage your child to read with fluency and expression.  Ask 
them to make the book come to life. 

Visit your local library or bookshop and encourage your child to 
choose books. 
 

Ask your child to predict what might happen next or give you an 
alternative ending to a story they have finished.  When you ask them questions about 
a book don’t stick to those with obvious answers in the text, make them think about 
how characters would feel or act in different situations, how would they react if they 
met them? 

 

Encourage your child to complete a comment in their reading diary to return every 
week on their reading day, even if they did not enjoy the book, tell Mrs McGregor 
why! Your child may not finish their book within a week but a comment on the book so 
far is still required each week. 
 

Spelling 
Look for spelling patterns that are common to different words.   
Help your child to learn the spelling rules of words so that they can apply them to  
unfamiliar words. 
Play spelling games or puzzles at home based on the same spelling rule. 
E.g. Who can find the longest/shortest word with this rule? How many words can you 
find that follow the same rule? Are there any exceptions to the rule? 

Put spelling word into a grammatically correct sentence to convey meaning! Make the 
sentence interesting with different sentence starters  (-ly words, -ing words) and 
connectives ( because, although, even though, however etc.) 
 

  

 

How can you help with English at home? 



In Year 5, the children have an hour of mathematics for four days 
of the week. The children will spend time on a range of activities 
and tasks in which they are expected to use their mental maths 
skills, written methods and participate in group work. The focus is 
to make whole class teaching interactive and fun for all. The chil-
dren will be studying the following aspects of  mathematics with the 
following outcomes; 
 

 

  

 

 

Maths 

Number and place value 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addition and Subtraction 

 read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 
1 000 000 and determine the value of each digit 

 count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 
10 for any given number up to 1 000 000 

 interpret negative numbers in context, count for-
wards and backwards with positive and negative 
whole numbers, including through zero 

 round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 
10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000 

 solve number problems and practical problems that 
involve all of the above 

 read Roman numerals to 1000 (M) and recognise 
years written in Roman numerals 

 

 

 

 

  add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 
digits, including using formal written methods 
(column addition and subtraction) 

 add and subtract numbers mentally with increasing-
ly large numbers 

 use rounding to check answers to calculations and 
determine, in the context of a problem, levels of 
accuracy 

 solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems 
in contexts, deciding which operations and methods 
to use and why 

Maths 


