
Curriculum 
Evening 

 

Year 6 
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Welcome to our happy school, where 
everyone is valued and given the  

opportunity to ‘let their light shine’. 
With Jesus in our hearts, we  

encourage love and respect for all. 
We strive to reach our goals, as we 

learn, and grow, in a safe and  
enjoyable environment. 

 

www.stmatthewsrc.org 

Mission Statement 



It is hoped that parents will support the school and 
encourage the children to appreciate the value of 
homework. Homework provides the opportunity for 
children to develop as independent learners and to 
extend and reflect upon their ‘in school’              
experiences. 
 

 

The amount and type of homework will vary according to the needs of your child. 
All Y6 children will be given Maths and English on a Tuesday and asked to return it on 
a Friday. If the work is not returned to the class teacher on the set date, then your 
child will not move up the rainbow ladder that day and may need to stay in on Friday 
afternoon ‘golden time’ to complete their homework task.   
We are aware of the many outside activities which take up much of the children’s 
time e.g. dancing, swimming etc. and it is therefore our philosophy not to give out a 
lot of homework unnecessarily. Homework is an activity which compliments and rein-
forces what is taught in school.  
Homework will not usually be given when a pupil is absent through illness or holiday. 
 

Reading—Children are encouraged to read for pleasure. 10 minutes every night or as 
regularly as possible. Children should complete at least one detailed book review , to 
be handed in on their set guided reading day.  Year 6 children will also be asked to 
complete a weekly reading comprehension.  
 

Spellings— investigative homework on a particular spelling focus each week, as we 
look to re-visit each area of spelling, in preparation for the end of year assessments. 
This is handed out on a Wednesday—to be handed in on the following  Tuesday. 
 

Topic– small research pieces of homework will be given out  every so often. Children 
will be advised about when to hand the work back in.  
 

 

Homework 



 

In Year 6 the children have 4 hours of English per week. The 
children will be studying the following aspects: 
 

 

Autumn Term      

Narrative Genres—descriptions, character traits, story writing, diary writing 

Biographical   
 

Spring Term 

Poetry (Personification) 
Journalistic 

Non-chronological Reports 

 

Summer Term 

Persuasion  
Letter Writing 

 

 

Throughout the year the children will focus on these aspects of English i.e. get to 

know the genre and they will write their own texts linked to the genres .  
 

They will be encouraged to decide which genre to use for a particular task, as the 
year develops.  
 

The children will also complete word/ sentence level work linked to the genre e.g. if  
writing a story they may focus on speech punctuation, descriptive writing etc. 

English 



Please find below a glossary of terms, which the children are expected to 
know for the SPAG test (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar).  

 

Grammar 

Verb—a doing word (running) 
Noun—a naming word (Miss Wiblin, Matthew, Sunderland, dog, table) 
Adjective—a describing word—Super Sunderland, brown sofa, a hungry dog. 
Connective—a word that joins 2 sentences together—and, because, so  

Pronouns—a word which replaces a noun—I, we, they, she, he, us, them,  

Prefix—a group of words at the start of a word to change its meaning 

Suffix—a group of words at the end of a word to change its meaning.  
Phrase—a group of words, which don’t contain a verb. 
Clause—a group of words, which do contain a verb. 
Adverb—a word to describe how a verb is done—he ran quickly 

Apostrophes for possession—to show it belongs to someone—the boy’s coat 

Prepositions—a word to show the position of something—on, above, over, 
under etc. 
Synonyms—a word with a similar meaning—win, victory 

Apostrophes for contraction or omission  - can’t , wouldn't , it’s, we’re 

Inverted commas/speech marks— “  “ 

Articles  (a, an, the) 
Antonyms—a word with an opposite meaning—win, defeat 

Subordinate clause—the part of the sentence that doesn't make sense on its 
own: 
Wearing a swimming costume, the boy jumped into the pool.  

I and me 

Brackets—to provide additional information  

Ellipses  ...—to show movement in time, speech interruption etc.  

Colons and semi-colons :; —de:de sentences, lists 



Reading is the most powerful tool of learning both in and out 
of school.  
It facilitates independence in the quest for knowledge.  
It allows the reader to share experiences vicariously which 
would otherwise not be encountered and encourages            
development of empathy.  
It engages readers with language models from which they 
can gain pleasure and an understanding of how their language 
works. 
 

Therefore we aim to help the children to: 

 gain mastery in the basic mechanical skills of reading; 

 develop and use appropriately the higher order reading skills, styles and    
strategies which contribute to overall comprehension of a variety of texts; 

 read with accuracy, fluency and use of expression; 

 develop a love of literature, appreciating and critically evaluating the lan-
guage meanings and sub texts therein; 

 understand the value of information texts as an aid to learning. 

 

EVERY CHILD  EVERY NIGHT!! (10 MINS) 
Read for pleasure! 

Check meanings of unfamiliar words! 
Be able to discuss the text 

 

Reading 



We believe that conventional spelling is necessary to accurately 
convey meaning to the reader. We therefore aim to help our 
children to develop a variety of strategies that will enable them 
to become independent, conventional spellers. We recognise 
that learning to spell is a developmental process. 

Throughout the year, we will be covering the following rules: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Spelling 



We believe that the presentation of written work can not 
only reflect on an individuals fine motor skills but also the 
nature of the writer through his/her awareness of, and     
attention to, an audience’s needs. We aim ultimately for 
our children to develop a fast flowing, attractive, legible,       
personal hand.  

 

We therefore aim to provide a structured teaching programme which ensures: 

 correct orientation and formation of letters; 

 consistency and appropriateness in size and spacing; 

 a pride in presentation; 

 a smooth transition from printing to a joined up style. 

 

In Year 6, the children are continually encouraged to  develop a mature cursive 
style of handwriting, the style that was introduced in Year 3. 

 

  

 

Handwriting 



Reading 

Encourage your child to read with fluency and expression.  Ask 
them to make the book come to life. 

Visit your local library or bookshop and encourage your child to 
choose books. 
 

Ask your child to predict what might happen next or give you an 
alternative ending to a story they have finished.  When you ask them questions about 
a book don’t stick to those with obvious answers in the text, make them thing about 
how characters would feel or act in different situations, how would they react if they 
met them? 

 

Encourage your child to complete a detailed comment in their reading diary to return 
every week on their reading day,  Please make sure your child’s reading comment is 
detailed and tells Miss Wiblin what has happened and what they think might happen 
next.  
 

Spelling 
Look for spelling patterns that are common to different words.   
Help your child to learn the spellings of difficult words like this: 
LOOK – SAY – COVER – SAY – WRITE – SAY – CHECK  
 

Put spelling word into a grammatically correct sentence to convey meaning! Make the 
sentence interesting with different sentence starters  (-ly words, -ing words) and 
connectives ( because, although, even though, however etc.) 
 

  

 

How can you help with English at home? 



In Year 6, the children have an hour of mathematics for four days 
of the week.. The children will spend time on a range of activities 
and tasks in which they are expected to use their mental maths 
skills, written methods and participate in group work. The focus is 
to make whole class teaching interactive and fun for all. Examples of 
the different written methods are included below: 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Short multiplication: 
 

 

 

 

Maths 



Long multiplication: - 2 possible methods: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Maths 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 



Numbers and the Number System 

It will be of great benefit to your child if you continue counting 
forwards and backwards with your child in various steps, e.g. 
10s, 100s, 1000s.  Allow your child to  select the start number. 
Include negative numbers too. 
 

Mental Addition and Subtraction 

Continuing to rehearse and develop your child’s mental skills will 
also be of great benefit to them. This is ideal for a shopping visit and can be done 
with single, 2 and 3 digit numbers, working out change at the till etc. 
 

Telling the Time 

The children are expected to read and tell the time using 12 and 24 hour clocks 
(digital and analogue).  Helping your child to tell the time would be of great benefit.  
 

Tables 

Lots of practice of these would greatly benefit your child. These are facts that help 
them progress in other areas of maths more quickly. They should be aim to know all 
their facts to 12 x 12 off by heart and it includes division facts.  
Chant them everywhere!! Walking to school, around the supermarket, driving to out of 
school activities. Make it fun! Make it a competition! Use technology to help!! Lots of 
tables games online, on tablets, iPad apps etc. 
 

 

 

  

How can you help with Maths at home? 



Religious Education is based on the “Come and See”  programme.  
All major features of the Catholic teaching  are introduced in an 

 attractive and memorable way at a level of understanding   
appropriate for the children. 
 

 

This is what the children will be studying throughout the course of the 
year in their Religious Education lessons. 
 

Autumn Term 

Loving (Family) 
Vocation and Commitment 

Expectations 

 

Spring Term 

Sources 

Unity 

Death and new life 

 

Summer Term 

Witnesses 

Healing 

Common good 

 

Other Faiths 
Judaism 

Islam 

  

Religious Education 



Science lessons in Year 6 based on scientific enquiry. We plan 
investigations together to answer scientific questions.  The 
idea of making a fair test is  developed.  
Here are the topics your child will study; 
 

Living things and their habitats. 

Animals including humans 

Evolution and inheritance. 

Light 

Electricity 

 

 

In Year 6 the children have one Computing lesson each week in the Computing room. 
This is to  specifically develop their Computing skills.  

 

In Year 6 the children will study the following ICT topics: 
 

E Safety 

Computer Science 

Digital Literacy 

Spreadsheets 

Blogging 

Programming (Coding/Games) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

Computing 



 

The children will study the following History 
units of work: 
 

Conflicts through time 

 

Crime and  Punishment through the ages 

 

The children will study the following Geography units of 
work: 
 

Biomes 
 

North America 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

History and Geography 



 

Mr McNally will teach music to Year 6 this year.  
Music lessons will be 60 minutes long and will 
take place in the music room every second 
Wednesday.  He will teach Elements of music, 
keyboard skills, composition and music for the 
end of year production.  
 

Y6 will also have the opportunity to play ukulele with Mr Bourdiec on 
a Friday morning. The children are most welcome to bring in their 
own ukulele if they wish.  
 

  

Music 
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The children continue to have a French lesson each week.  
This is taught by Mrs Thomas every Wednesday morning for an 
hour. 
The children continue to develop their language and vocabulary in 
speaking and listening. They also begin to spend more time on 
written French. 
Grammar: Conjugation or ‘er’ verbs, Preposition (a), connectives, conjunctions, Par-
titive article (du)  
Key questions and answers: Sports, Parts of the body, Clothing, Simple opinions.  
Vocabulary: Sports, Parts of the body, Clothing, Town buildings, Numbers to 100.  
 

 

 

 

In this element of the curriculum, the children learn in Year 6  will 
take part in the following; 
Autumn Term 

Games—Hockey 

Sportshall Athletics 

Outdoor Education 

Spring Term 

Dance/Gymnastics 

Games activities—Hi-5 netball 
Summer Term 

Cricket/Rounders 

Athletics 

 

PE is taught every Monday and Thursday afternoon (weather permit-
ting) . The children should come to school in their full PE kits—
including warm joggers and school jumper if necessary.  
 

  

French 

Physical Education 


