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Curriculum Continuity Project

Geography



 

“Geography puts the understanding of social and 

physical processes within the context of place - 

recognising the great differences in cultures, political 

systems, economies, landscapes and environments across 

the world, and exploring the links between them”
RGS, 2015
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G E O G R A P H Y:  P R A C T I C A L  G U I D E  F O R  T E A C H E R S

Geography teaching and learning materials have  been developed 
as part of an ongoing Curriculum Continuity Project, funded 
initially by the DfE to improve transition beteween KS2 and KS3. 
The project now includes a number of subjects and is expanding 
across phases. 

Scan the link to find out more about the project. 
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Teaching Geography
An understanding of the threshold concepts and comittment to teaching them.

Location and Place KnowledgeLocation and Place Knowledge
Location and place knowledge is not simply about 
knowing where a place is in the world. It includes:

• Location Knowledge: World countries, 
Regions, Environments, Continents, Physical 
features (rivers and mountains)

• Physical Knowledge: Similarities and 
diferences between places (physical and 
human), Cultures, Cities, Capitals

• Map Literacy: Latitude, Longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones

Geographical TechniquesGeographical Techniques
The use of geographical techniques such as 
fieldwork, but also the use of terminology and 
geographer traits, such as:

• Map Literacy  OS Maps, Grid references, 
Latitude and Longitude, Atlases, Globes, GIS 
(Google  maps), Aerial photos

• Numeracy and Graphicacy Manipulating 
data, Interpreting graphs & tables, 
Constructing graphs

• Literacy Skills Using key terminology, 
Constructing arguments, Writing persuasive 
arguments

• Core Skills Annotating diagrams/photos, 
Using case studies, Causes, effects, 
responses, Processes leading to landforms, 
Inferring information and making judgements

Physical Features and ProcessesPhysical Features and Processes
Looking at the natural landscapes, features and 
the processes which create them. This is done 
in two stages:

1. Characteristics (Describe)                         
What does the feature look like, What 
makes it unique, What are it’s dimensions, 
Observations (figures, photos, diagram)

2. Processes (Explain)                                    
Why does the feature/event occur,         
Step-by-step, Directly link how the 
processes create the characteristics

Human Interaction with the EnvironmentHuman Interaction with the Environment
Humans interact in a number of ways including:

• Land Use Types of settlement and land 
use, Economic activity including trade links, 
Distribution of natural resources

• Human impact Human impacts on the 
natural environment, Human induced 
hazards, Impacts of natural hazards on 
people

• Human Responses Human responses to 
natural hazards and to human induced 
hazards

For the first time, I feel like I am making the 
Geography visible to my pupils and to myself! 

Y6 pupil examples



DfE, 2013

DfE, 2021
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A  high  quAlity                                          
geogrAphy educAtion                                

should inspire in pupils                             
A curiosity And fAscinAtion                                   

About the world And its                                            
people thAt will remAin 
with them for the rest 

of their lives. teAching                          
should equip pupils with 
knowledge About diverse                          

plAces, people, resources                               
And nAturAl And humAn                                      

environments, together with                                            
A deep understAnding of the 

eArth’s key physicAl And 
humAn processes

A team of Primary Subject Leads and 
Secondary Heads of Department have 
been working together to produce some 
high quality units, following the threshold 
concepts outlined previously. An effective 
geography curriculum must cover all 4 of 
these concepts and within any one lesson 
at least 3 of these concepts should be 
covered. 

Writers have worked to identify sufficient 
breadth of content and ensure that pupils 
learn this in sufficient depth. By using the 
materials, teachers are able to break down 
the content they wish pupils to learn into 
component parts which have been selected 
to take into account what pupils need based 
on their prior knowledge and experiences.

These units include lesson planning, 
presentations and resources. These can be 
used as provided or modified and adapted 
to suit the context of individual schools.

Lesson materials have been designed in 
a way to ensure clarity and consistency 
of delivery, as well as providing an agreed 
standard for primary geographers. Learning 
is tracked at the start of each lesson to allow 
frequent recap of learning. 

The Learning Materials 
A look at the prepared resources and how the lesson components fit together. “

The organisation of the curriculum builds knowledge so that pupils can draw on it in 
future learning. Likewise, recall is a feature of each session in the form of ‘3 Questions-3 
Minutes’. Pupils are increasingly able to apply generalisations to understand the world 
around them.

Whilst maintaining strong cross curricular links, materials are entirely focused on                                                                                                                                       
achieving a strong geography curriculum. As such, planning, presentations and                     
resources have been carefully considered and a balance of all the threshold concepts 
are reflected throughout the materials. Knowledge and skills are reinforced regularly both 
within and across units. 

As A subject thAt incorporAtes As much from the nAturAl                         
sciences As the sociAl sciences, the structure of A geogrAphy                       
curriculum is complex. however,rArely do these exist in isolAtion. 
indeed, one of the strengths of geogrAphy is thAt it brings them 
together. geogrAphy must hAve A curriculum thAt respects both 
discourses And the interplAy between them.

“

  ”

”



DfE, 2021

As part of this curriculum process, effective 
training of classroom practioners has been a                                                  
fundamental consideration. It is absolutely critical that 
teacher subject knowledge allows for confident and 
well informed delivery. 
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Assessment
 
Continuous
Professional 
Development

DfE Geography Subject Review, 2021

Fig 2: End of unit assessment task

Fig 3: Knowledge Quiz

Teaching materials include a range of assessment 
tools, consisting of a progress tracker (Fig 1) to 
be used on an individual lesson basis to assess           
pupil understanding and application of the content        
covered. Ending each unit there is the opportunity 
to assess through a subject knowledge quiz (Fig 3) 
and an end of unit task (Fig 2). Throughout, the aim 
is to assess pupils ability to think like a geographer 
by choosing, building and linking knowledge as they 
work through a unit, complete a unit and progress 
on to other units. 

A high-quAlity geogrAphy educAtion depends on the priorities estAblished At A whole-school level.  
fundAmentAlly, the expertise And professionAl development of teAching stAff hAve A significAnt impAct 
on the curriculum And its implementAtion. this is especiAlly true in geogrAphy becAuse few primAry 
teAchers (And A substAntiAl proportion of secondAry teAchers) hAve not studied geogrAphy beyond      
A level stAndArd

“

”
Geography subject knowledge training is 
available for all units. 

Lead by a Geography Head of Department, 
the short training session provide invaluable         
insight into each of the units created and an 
explanation of the subject content proposed to 
ensure accurate Geography teaching.

In addition, live online training sessions and 
network meetings are proposed throughout 
the year, providing an opportunity to give 
feedback to inform future units and to ask 
questions.

Each unit comes complete with a teacher 
essential knowledge document as a further 
support for confident and accurate teaching of 
subject content. 

Fig 1: Ongoing unit assessment tool
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Transition as 
a process not 
an event...

Our intention is to create a well-planned geography curriculum, both in terms of what pupils are to learn and how it is organised, to ensure that pupils                     
remember what they have been taught. A curriculum that inspires students and broadens their understanding of the world around them, based on place and  
locational knowledge, geographical techniques, physical processes and landscapes and human uses. The primary units created aim to provide a strong           
foundation on which to build upon at KS3 and beyond. As pupils progress through school they will develop their geographical knowledge and skills, as well as 
their ability to think as a geographer, in order for them to thrive in the subject.

A consistency of approach, shared high expectations and effective dialogue between key phases will ensure children learn more and remember more in their 
study of geography. 
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Better SchoolS
Better communitieS

Better FutureS in chriSt


