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Disclaimer
This report covers the period from January 2021 to

December 2021. All information is accurate at the
time of going to print. Large print versions of this

report are available on request. Please contact us
using the details on the back page for 

more information.



  

Chair's Report, Victoria Sheraton

As was the case for every Parent and Teachers’
Association across the country, last year was a
challenging one. Having to cancel our Summer 
Fair and Christmas activities was disappointing 
but it did lead us to think outside of the box and
explore new ways of funding and operating. 
That’s why, as the PTA of a small primary school,
we are so delighted and proud to share our
achievements for 2021 - none of which could have
happened without the ongoing support of the
wonderful St Matthew’s community. 

In this report you’ll read about our fundraising
activity and the events, equipment and resources
which we were able to provide to St Matthew’s as a
result. We’ve developed strong links with teaching
and support staff to develop a ‘wish list’ approach
to buying equipment and delivering projects, a
system we plan to carry on into the coming year.  

As our annual accounts show, we are delighted to
say that this approach was very successful and
again, one we plan on expanding into the future. 
So we enter 2022 optimistic - that we can start to
plan more in-person events, develop our lovely
outdoor space and continue to help to make the
fabulous children who attend St Matthew’s smile!

I want to end this report by thanking everyone 
who makes the work we do as a PTA possible - 
our committee members, volunteers, teaching and
support staff, the wider St Matthew's community
and all of pupils who make everything we do
worthwhile. Thank you for your hard work, 
 donations, kindness and support. We hope 
you enjoy reading this report. 

WELCOME

Head Teacher's Report, Eve Alderson

The Friends of St Matthew's (FOSM) are an
incredibly proactive and creative group who do 
so much to support our whole school community.
The FOSM raise funds for our school in a variety
of creative and engaging ways and recent
examples have included Friday 'treat' afternoons,
a bonus ball competition, spooky film clubs and
also a fantastic spooky costume swap event. A
huge achievement for the FOSM and the whole
school community was raising funds to build an
outdoor classroom to celebrate the previous
headteacher's retirement and this will be enjoyed
by pupils for many years to come. The FOSM
have also kindly decorated this outdoor gazebo
for Christmas and Halloween events, which the
children (and staff!) have really enjoyed. 

The FOSM work in conjunction with the children
and staff of St Matthew's to ensure that all funds
raised are spent very well, always with the
children at heart. For example, they recently
purchased Beebots for our infant children, which
enhanced computing lessons greatly, and are
working closely with our Playground Leaders 
to provide resources to improve play times. 

The FOSM also provided the whole school with 
an incredible donkey workshop experience at
Christmas time, which was absolutely fantastic!
The group communicate their amazing work 
well with all of our stakeholders via social media,
letters and newsletters, which has helped to raise
interest amongst parents and encourage new
members to join. We are incredibly grateful for 
all the support and fundraising that the FOSM
provide and are excited for what the future holds.

Welcome to the Friends of St Matthew’s Jarrow annual report 
for 2021 - our first official report as a Registered Charity, 
and one we are very excited and proud to share with you all. 
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'Provide resources, equipment and events which enhance 
the education and extra curricular activity of the pupils 

of St Matthew's RC Primary School in Jarrow.'

OUR MISSION AND OBJECTIVES

OUR MISSION IS TO:

OUR CHARITABLE OBJECTS ARE:
'To advance the education of pupils in the school in particular by: 2.1 Developing effective
relationships between the staff, parents and others associated with the school and 2.3.
Engaging in activities or providing facilities or equipment which support the school and
advance the education of the pupils.'

HOW WE ACHIEVE OUR MISSION AND OBJECTIVES
In the following pages, we report on how
we achieved our mission and objectives
during 2021 - largely a blend of self
fundraising, crowdfunding and running
events. As a committee, we meet regularly
to plan projects, develop our ideas and set
fundraising targets, with four formal
Committee Meetings taking place a year.
We have forged strong relationships with
teaching and support staff, who know 
who we are, what we do and how they 
can communicate with us. 

We engage with staff, parents and pupils
on a regular basis to find out the
equipment and extra curricular activity
that they want to see and we welcome
new members and volunteers from within
the school community. We also have 
a strong social media presence, issue
regular newsletters and are beginning 
to cultivate relationships with other
stakeholders including local businesses,
the parishioners of St Matthew's Church
and local residents. 

Our Trustees

Our Volunteers

Chair:            Victoria Sheraton
Treasurer:    Yvonne Roberts
Secretary:    Rachel Thompson-Chapman

Our volunteers are too numerous to mention by name but we would like to say a huge thank
you to all of the parents, carers, friends and family members who have volunteered during
this year - whether that's on a regular basis or a one-off activity - your support is invaluable.

WHO WE ARE
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We also developed a sponsorship
scheme, whereby local families and
businesses could sponsor a bench or
flower bed within the Be Kind, Be
Humble space - those kind donors
received a plaque in their honour and
were invited to our special launch event. 

Covergae in the local press and a 
large-scale social media and word-
of-mouth campaign saw donations 
roll in from former pupils, colleagues,
friends and family of Mr Humble and 
the school. And in July 2021, Mr Humble
himself was guest of honour at the
opening ceremony. 

The Be Kind, Be Humble space is now
used on a regular basis for outdoor
teaching, special events and fundraising
activity - and the green space
surrounding it has been developed 
and will soon play host to a regular 
after-school gardening club. 

At the beginning of 2021, we learned
that our Head Teacher, Mr Martin
Humble, would be retiring from St
Matthew's at the end of the Summer
term. Having been at the helm for over
20 years, and having had a hugely
positive impact during that time, the
entire school were on board when FOSM
suggested crowdfunding for an outdoor
classroom to be built and named in
honour of Mr Humble. We also decided
to develop and cultivate the outdoor
space around the classroom, creating a
peaceful and natural environment for
the children and staff to use and enjoy. 

The Be Kind, Be Humble project was
born and between February and May
2021, over £8,000 was raised through an
online crowdfunding platform. A blend
of in-school events - such as the hugely
popular 'Break the Rules day' and movie
nights - and online Bonus Ball raffles
went some way towards the target. 

BE KIND, BE HUMBLE

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
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To celebrate the return to school after the
first lockdown had ended, and as part of
our teaching and support staff's 'wish list' -
we funded the purchase and installation 
of some bright and colourful playground
markings and floor games for both Key
Stage playgrounds. These have gone down
so well with the pupils that we are now
developing 'playground zones' to further
enhance outdoor play.

Pictured right is Mr Humble receiving the
cheque from two of our lovely Year 6
pupils.

PLAYGROUND MARKINGS

YEAR 6 LEAVERS' HOODIES
In what is now part of FOSM's annual
outgoings, we subsidised the purchase of
beautiful blue 'Lockdown Leavers' hoodies
for our outgoing Year 6 class in July. 
The pupils chose the design of the 
hoodies and the discount was welcomed 
by parents and carers of the class at 
a busy and expensive time of year. 

We love this photograph of our smart 
Year 6, taken before they move on 
to the next stage of their journey.

FIRST FRIDAY TREAT 
After a tumultuous two years of home
schooling, bubbles, lockdowns and
everything else the Covid-19 pandemic
presented, we thought the children
deserved some treats. So for the
September term, we held themed 'First
Friday Treat' afternoon in the Be Kind, 
Be Humble outdoor classroom.

Sadly, Covid restrictions stalled our
December treat day but we hope to 
resurrect these events in 2022!
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As a school and PTA, we are very keen to be
as environmentally sustainable as we can.
For this reason, in October we took part in
the national Big Halloween Costume Swap
scheme. We were thrilled with the donations
of once-worn costumes and accessories 
and the children (and parents) had great 
fun choosing something spooky to wear! 

This is another event we hope to become 
an annual event.

HALLOWEEN  COSTUME   SWAP

BLACKBERRY DONKEYS AND
CHRISTMAS TREATS
While we were hugely disappointed to have
to cancel our planned Christmas Grotto
events for 2021, we were delighted to be able
to use our funds to give the children a really
special start to the Christmas festivities. 

As well as decorating the Be Kind, Be
Humble outdoor classroom, which was then 
used for a number of
Christmas-themed
lessons and activities,
we arranged a visit
from the beautiful
Blackberry Donkeys
to school. The children
loved meeting and
learning all about
these gentle animals.

REGISTERING AS A CHARITY
Having operated informally for a number 
of years, one of our most significant
achievements of 2021 was becoming 
a Registered Charity. 

This involved adopting a formal constitution,
appointing elected Trustees and successfully
completing the registration process. 
Our Charity Number is 1196146.

We are now a Registered Charity, regulated
by the Charity Commission, and have access
to their governance and other resources.

This important development also means 
we have increased opportunities to apply 
for grant funding and employee support
schemes, which are only open to 
Registered Charities.
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DATE DESCRIPTION INCOME COSTS PROFIT

19/03/2021 Bonus ball £210.00  £210.00

22/03/2021 Bonus ball payout  £150.00 -£150.00

26/03/2021 Bonus ball Easter hamper £130.00  £130.00

15/04/2021 Bonus ball Adventure vouchers £145.00  £145.00

24/04/2021 Bonus ball £205.00  £205.00

28/05/2021 Bonus ball Beauty prize £215.00  £215.00

12/07/2021 Paypal - bonus ball funds £76.88  £76.88

05/05/2021 Paypal - bonus ball funds £305.65  £305.65

23/11/2021 Paypal £0.01  £0.01

22/04/2021 Donation £200.00  £200.00

06/04/2021 Rocketfund - Gazebo  £640.00 -£640.00

26/04/2021 Rocketfund - Gazebo  £400.00 -£400.00

11/05/2021 Crowdfunder - Gazebo £5,277.16  £5,277.16

18/05/2021 Gazebo donation £250.00  £250.00

19/05/2021 Gazebo donation £250.00  £250.00

25/05/2021 Gazebo donation £50.00  £50.00

23/06/2021 Gazebo Signage  £70.00 -£70.00

28/06/2021 Gazebo St Matthews payment  £6,667.00 -£6,667.00

13/07/2021 Gazebo Open Day  £42.59 -£42.59

04/05/2021 Treasure chest £825.41  £825.41

13/05/2021 Hoodies Collection £433.20  £433.20

14/05/2021 Hoodies Payment  £807.10 -£807.10

06/09/2021 Reception Welcome Packs  £19.60 -£19.60

17/09/2021 Break the Rules Day £351.50  £351.50

01/10/2021 Treat Day Friday  £62.77 -£62.77

08/10/2021 Postal cost  £6.57 -£6.57

01/11/2021 PTA admin charge  £116.00 -£116.00

05/10/2021 Halloween Gazebo Decorations  £8.15 -£8.15

21/10/2021 Halloween Movie Night  £32.26 -£32.26

15/11/2021 Halloween Movie Night and Treat
Day £513.30  £513.30

14/03/2021 Treat Day  £75.97 -£75.97

29/11/2021 Christmas Gazebo Decorations  £15.64 -£15.64

14/03/2021 Christmas Gazebo Decorations  £70.94 -£70.94

05/11/2021 Christmas Donkeys Event  £6.15 -£6.15

30/11/2021 Christmas Donkeys Event  £12.98 -£12.98

30/11/2021 Christmas Donkeys Event  £310.00 -£310.00

30/11/2021 Christmas Donkeys Event petty
cash  £50.00 -£50.00

30/11/2021 Christmas Donkeys Event £161.50 &
return £50 petty cash £211.50  £211.50

10/12/2021 Poppit toy sale £3.50  £3.50

   Total £596.55

OUR ACCOUNTS 2021
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Having operated informally prior to December 2020, when we adopted a formal constitution
and opened a charity bank account, we began 2021 with a starting balance of £355.84. 

Below is a statement of our income and expenditure. A full set of our accounts can be found
on the Charity Commission website and is available to members on request.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Gazebo
80.8%

Equipment inc. Hoodies
8.6%

Events
7.1%

Misc. inc admin
1.9%

Expenditure
Bonus Ball prize

1.6%

Crowdfunding
54.3%

Events
19.6%Bonus Balls

13.3%

Donations
7.7%

Parent contribution (Hoodies)
4.5%

Income

Misc.
0.6%



Building on the success of 2021, and optimistic that the Covid-19 restrictions have placed on
activities continue to be lifted, we have a busy 2022 ahead.

In terms of raising funds to achieve our mission, we intend to continue to plan and deliver a
range of fundraising activities throughout the year. But conscious that the economic climate 
is difficult for parents, we also intend to increase the number of grant applications and
sponsorship elements of our fundraising strategy. We also plan to provide more in-person
events at low or no cost to parents, with the aim of bringing the school back together
following a very difficult couple of years. Among the projects we have planned are:

PLANS FOR 2022

Playground Zoning Project: Working with
teaching and support staff, and pupil
playground leaders, we will support the
design and implementation of playground
zones and appropriate equipment.

Easter Event: One of our first in-person
events will be a family Easter Egg hunt.

Queen's Jubilee: We plan to celebrate this
national occasion with a free family picnic.

Gardening Club: We will launch an 
after-school gardening club to encourage 
the children's knowledge and awareness 
of the natural environment and growing 
your own food.

The Two Trim Trails Project: To encourage physical activity and make the most of our
wonderful outdoor space, we will fundraise for the purchase and installation of two trim 
trails - one for each Key Stage.

As well as our dedicated Trustees and volunteers (see page 4), we would also like to thank 
the following individuals and organisations:

St Matthew's Church, Father Saji, Unite, Dickson's, Kate Osborne MP, MPA (McMullen
Performing Arts), Carl Mason, JT Dove Ltd, the Piggin family, the Humble family, Red Fox, 
JT Workshop, MH Southern and Co, the ParentKind Charity, Suzie Trainor-Richardson, 
Amy Millar, Joanne Wilkins, Anne Thomas, Fran Young, Eve Alderson, Martin Humble 
and all of the teaching and support staff at St Matthew's RC Primary School. 

THANKS AND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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CONTACT DETAILS

Friends of St Matthew's Jarrow,
c/o St Matthew's RC Primary School, Alnwick Grove, Jarrow NE32 5YT

Email: fosmjarrow@gmail.com

Facebook: @FOSMjarrow

Friends of St Matthew's Jarrow   |  Registered Charity No. 1196146


